The author reviews the development of Islamic archaeology in Spain, Portugal 
Introduction
This short article outlines published sources for the study of the archaeology of the medieval Islamic period in Spain, Portugal and Morocco (Figure 1 ), and then highlights some of the themes of current research. Medieval archaeology in the region was born out of an art historical approach to monumental buildings, which in places still enjoys a leading role. For example, the Deutsche Archäologische Institut (German Archaeological Institute) in Madrid recently published an overview of Islamic architecture and art objects (Ewert et al. 1997) . The architectural history of the Moorish periods is also well documented (e.g. Barrucand & Bednorz 1992 , re-issued by Taschen in 2002 . But more recently, medieval archaeology has matured to a full discipline.
The regionalisation of the Spanish state, after the Franco era, created a direct stimulus for the new regional authorities to look to their roots and pay more attention to their own specific history than to their Roman or prehistoric past. Islamic archaeology has consequentially established itself as a part of the study of the peninsula's eight centuries of Moorish rule (on the evolution of Spanish medieval and Islamic archaeology, see, e.g. Glick 1995: ch. XI-XXI [in English] and Salvatierra Cuenca 1990, especially from p. 69 onwards). The first investigations in medieval archaeology led to the publication of the Boletin de Arqueología Medieval (vol 1 in 1987) by the Asociación Española de Arqueología Medieval. The development of the subject is also owed to the organisation of a regular conference, Congreso de Arqueología Medieval Española, which met for the first time in Huesca in 1985; the first conferences comprised three main sections: Visigothic (Reino Visigodo), Islamic (al-Andalus) and Christian (Reinos Cristianos) archaeology, although these subdivisions are now superseded. Since Huesca, different series of local, regional, national and international meetings have been programmed. The different colloquia give an overview of the activities Bazzana 1998 Bazzana , 2002 . In Portugal the growth of Islamic archaeology has been fairly similar, although chronologically speaking a little later, to the Spanish development. A journal for medieval archaeology, Arqueologia Medieval (vol I, 1992) , was created by the archaeological centre in Mertola, one of the pioneers in Portuguese medieval and certainly Islamic archaeology, under the directorship of Cláudio Torres (for an overview of the evolution of Islamic archaeology in Portugal, see Catarino 1997: 24-31) . The universities of Coimbra (see Catarino 1997) and Lissabon have also delivered very important research programmes for the Islamic period, for example, Rosa Varela Gomes's work (Lissabon) on the castle of Silves and its area, and her more recent work on the west coast of the Algarve (Varela Gomes 2002; Ferreira Fernandes 2002) . A bibliography on Portuguese rural Islamic archaeology can be consulted in Boisellier (1996) ; see also the more historical, but for archaeologists important, publications of Boisellier (1999) and Picard (2000) .
In Morocco, the study has developed from the Colonial period with a strong emphasis on ethnological parallels in which the country is exceptionally rich. Since the beginning of the colonial period, French scholars (and Spanish in the north) have studied Moroccan history through ethnographic research and through studies of material remains and buildings (for an overview see Hassar-Benslimane 2001a). The archaeologists of the Institut National des Sciences de l'Archéologie et du Patrimoine continue this tradition.
In Morocco, research is often more directly linked to survey (e.g. Bazzana et al. 1984; Redman 1984; El Boudjay 2002; Bokbot et al. 2002; Carbonero Gamundi et al. 2002) and excavations of historical sites, such as Belyounech (Hassan-Benslimane 2001b), alBasra (Benco 2002) , Sijilmassa (Messier & Mackenzie 1998 , Rabat (Erbati pers. comm. 2003) and Qsar Es-Seghir (Redman 1986; Meyers 1989 ; see also Bokbot et al. 2002; Benhima 2002) . Ethno-archaeological investigations using contemporary or recent evidence are important, for example, studies of potters and ceramic production (Bazzana et al. 2001; El Hraïki & Montmessin 1998; El Hraïki et al. 2001) .
Important articles can be consulted in the Bulletin d 'Archéologie Marocaine (vol XIX published in 2002) . Research programmes have been carried through in collaboration with 
Themes
Medieval archaeology, and Islamic in particular, has been heavily influenced by French researchers working in collaboration with the Casa de Velázques, the French School in Madrid and the UMR 5648 (Lyon II/EHESS). Their influence at international conferences of Castrum and in the meetings on medieval ceramics (including Islamic ceramics) of the western Mediterranean, often guided further research (Table 1) . André Bazzana, Patrice Cressier, Philippe Sénac (archaeologists) and Pierre Guichard (historian) for Spain and Christophe Picard and Stéphane Boisselier (both historians) for Portugal have delivered important study programmes in Islamic archaeology and history.
The subjects treated in Islamic archaeology differ little between Portugal and Spain, where in several autonomous regions rescue excavations take priority over thematic research based on the definition of archaeo-historical problems, something which is apparently a pan-European policy, or at least a pan-European feature of archaeology. Apart from general studies in landscape archaeology, the main themes addressed on the peninsula have been fortified settlements and castles, in particular. A basic synthesis is Bazzana et al. (1988) , and for a more recent overview, the publication of the recent Pamela conference held in 2000: Mil anos de fortificações na Península ibérica e no Magreb (a thousand years of fortification in the Iberian peninsula and the Maghreb) (Ferreira Fernandes 2002) . The village with its rural houses and way of life (Bermudez Lopez & Bazzana 1990 ) was considered in the conference on Formas de habitar e alimentação na Idade média (way of life and food consumption in the middle ages) held in Mertola in 1996 and published as the Portuguese Arqueologia medieval 4 (see also Bazzana & Poisson 1996; Bazzana 1998 Bazzana , 2002 . A basic bibliography of research on irrigation and hydraulic systems will be found in Barceló (1989) , Bazzana (1994) , , Cara Barrionuevo & Malpica Cuello (1995) , Collective (1995) , Kirchner & Navarro (1994) , Bazzana & De Meulemeester (1998) (2002). Studies of building and construction materials include the important publication on earth building in Mediterranean areas by Hammam (1999) .
Urban archaeology has, of course, a special place, bound as it is to rescue excavations. In general, medieval towns continued to be occupied up to the present day, so that medieval features are covered and/or disturbed by later structures. Urban archaeology, through the agency of several urban archaeology departments and institutions, saw an important growth exemplified in a series of papers presented at symposia and conferences (Espalza 1991; Macías 1996; Cara Barrionuevo 2000; Mazzoli-Guintard 2000; Passini 2001; Martínez Enamorado & Torremocha Silva 2002 ; see also the urban chapter in the Archaeología y territorio medieval volumes). Some Spanish sites were not re-occupied after the Christian conquest and present exceptional opportunities for excavations. An example is provided by the Saltés project (Huelva/Andalucia, Spain).
The Muslim town of Shaltish is located on Saltés island situated near the confluence of the Rio Tinto and the Rio Odiel, where the latter flows into the Atlantic (Figure 2) . The town occupies an area of about 6 ha. Before the arrival of the Muslims the site had been occupied in protohistoric Tartessian times, and Strabo mentions a Roman presence. Arab chronicles describe Saltés as an open town without a defensive wall. There was a harbour and, amongst its industrial activities, iron production was of the greatest importance. Agriculture and animal breeding completed the resources of the inhabitants. The Vikings attacked the town twice. But it flourished during the Almohad period in the second half of the twelfth and the beginning of the thirteenth century, when a rectangular castle also protected the town. In about AD 1250, Castillian troops conquered Saltés, and the town was abandoned. As the site was never re-occupied, its thirteenth-century urban layout remains well preserved beneath the topsoil.
Systematic excavations began in 1988 and have lasted for 10 years under the direction of André Bazzana. Apart from some trial trenches opened for stratigraphic reconnaissance, the main object of the excavations was to get a better understanding of the apparently orthogonal plan of the town obtained through geophysical mapping. In general, the houses have a classical layout with rooms around a central or lateral patio; they have a latrine on the street side and the entrance hall is placed in a way that it blocks an inside view from the street. Apart from the patio and the entrance hall, a kitchen, water supply systems, and sleeping and living rooms are present in almost every house. The internal organisation depends mostly on the size of the house and on the wealth of its owners. The results show that the original orthogonal layout became less ordered from the twelfth/thirteenth century onwards, due to overbuilding of public spaces and streets and reorganisation and partition of the original buildings.
Conclusion
The Iberian peninsula and Morocco offer exceptional opportunities for archaeological research into the material culture of Islamic periods and cultures. The presence of large numbers of Berber clans and tribes in the Iberian peninsula since the eighth century and the domination of parts of the peninsula by Almoravid and Almohad dynasties of Moroccan origin provide direct links between the history and archaeology of both areas. Often, archaeological features excavated in Spain or Portugal can best be understood by looking at them through ethno-archaeological studies of features in the Moroccan landscape and its living traditions (see De Meulemeester 2005) .
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